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To the Hancrable Senate end House of Representatives. 


GENTLEMEN, —] have the konor to submit to your mature and 
deliberate consideration, various documents setting forth and 
relating to several demands which have boon made upon this Go- 
yerhiment by the Government of Great Britain, in behalf of cer- 
tain of its subjects. ar moe 

The documents A. B. C. and D. relate principally to the càp- 
{ure and detention of the British Schooser Eliza Russell, by the 
Texian schooner Invincible, in the year 1837. | By inspection of 
thes? papars, you will discover that my predecessor has formally’ 
acknowledged tae sam of £555, to be justly due to Capt. Russell, 
the master of the captured schooner, and it is now toe late to scru- 
tinise the equity of that demand, 1 would therefore respectfully 
suggest the propriety .of making an appropriation to enable the 
Executive to satisfy the claim when it shall be presented by the 
proper authority. ` _ 

‘By document ©. it will be perceived that Capt. Russell has ad- 
vaneedan additional clahn founded on the same cause, amounting: 
to £933, making the whole demand £1935. In relation to his 
additional, and as I conceive, unauthorised demand, I take plea- 
sure in referring you to the letter of the acting Secretary of State, 
addressed to Johh Crawford, Esq. the English cousul at New Or- 
leans, as copied in Document A. By reference to the last com- 
munication from Lord Palmerston, her British Majesty’s princi- 
pal Secretary of State for foreiga affairs; it will be perecived that 
the amount demiuided in behalf of Capt. Russell is confined to 
the claim as first presented, and whieh had been alzendy recosnis- 
ed as jast by this Government. The mfercace is plain and-rea- 
sonnbdls that tacextvavatant additioaal claim is abandoned. -~ 

ho càin of Messrs. Lizardi, & Co, for goods alleged to have 
bean taken Ly the Texian schooners Brutus aud Invincible, from 
the Engin schoonsr Little Poan amounting, as stated by Lord 
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Palmerston, to £2636 14s, 3d. is so entirely unfounded in any 
facts that have been presented to this Government, that I cannot 
feel it incumbent upon me to make ay suggestions to Congress 
relative to its liquidation. Charged with the Executive authority 
of the Government, it will be my care to investigate the claim 
whenever it shall be properly presented for adjustment. As yet 
no specifications, and no vouchers have been adduded in support 
of it, unless indeed the certificates of two Merican officers, the en- 
emies of Texas, may be considered as such. For myself, [ regard 
these as equally destitute of authority and credibility. This 
claim therefore is so utterly devoid of testimony, and. so very dis- 
cordant with the facts as known to this Government, that 1 can- 
not abstain from expressing my surprise at its formal presentation 
by the authorities. of Great Britain, 

It is with feelings of deep regret that I transmit to the Congress 
of a tree and sovereign nation the last letter‘of Lord Palmerston, 
dated London, October 23d, 1839, and foundin document B.— 
‘To whom, or to what description of persons his Lordship refers, 
when he requests “that these poor people may have their lands 
restored to them” is beyond my own comprehension. I know of 
na such people as he describes, and have never heard of such; 
but I am very confident, that if any poor man of any nation has 
suffered unjust damage from the Gov't of Texas, the Government 
will feel itself constrained to render to him ample remuneration. 
And I am equally confident that this Government, founded upon 
the great principle of equal national and individual rights, will 
nover sanction, nor succumb to the pragmatic doctrine, that one 
sovereignty may control the domestic arrangements of another. 
Texas achieved her independence by many imminent hazards, 
and her Constitution prescribes, that those who shall refuse to 
participate in the dangers of the Revolution shall not participate 
in the benefits to result from it, It was a declaration sanctioned 
by every principle of equity, and no foreign power has a right, 
naw that the issue is determined, to interrupt its practical opera- 
tion, The second description of persons alluded to in Lord Pal- 
merston’s letter, are, I presume, certain subjects of Great Britain, 
who once had Enipressatio grants or contracts for colonization 
with the late Mexican authorities. These contracts are justly 
subordinate to the civil jurisprudence of Texas, and no foreign 
nation can have any authority, and of course cannot be suffered 
in anywise to interpose in their adjustments. ` 

i MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 
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DOCUMENT A, 


Extract of letter from Secretary of State, to Gen. J. Pinckney 
Henderson, daicd 3rd August, 1837, relative to the capture 
of Schooner Lliza Russell. 

Sir, —] hasten to inform you of the unfortunate capture of 
the Gnglish brig Bliza Russell, Joseph Russel] Captain, bound 
from Liverpool, with merchandize to the port of Sisal, Mexico, 
by the armed Schooner Invincible. The circumstances are 
brieily these :—orders were issued fromthe Navy Department to 

Capt. Thompson, that he should exercise great prudence, and be 

earelul not to involve us with neutral nations, and detain only 

such veasels belonviug to neutral powers as were found on ex- 
amination to have coutraband of war on board; in this case, 
there was nothing of that kingan board, and the Captain clearly 
traaseond id the orders given by Gevernment, which circum. 
stange pride it inenmbent, according to the usual custom in such 
cases, on Me Executive to bivestigate the subject, aud act finally 
thereon, which he has done, and ordered her immediate rolease, 
aud afvetacement trom the custom-house at Galveston of the 
ship-stores that had boen used. Ft seems that a part of the crew 
of the Eliza Russall were placed on our armed vessels, which 
have net yet arrived in port, but are, however, daily expected, > 

How this can be cxeused in a satisfactory imaimer to the 
Radish Government, E an unahle to suggest, and is a subject on 
whieh you will have to exercise your discretion, 

Fha circumstanees wader which the Secretary of the Navy 
loft the set of Government botore your doparture, and subse- 
quently apbarkd on board one of the vessels while on furlough, 
ate wall kaown to you. Lie appews to have commend of our 
vessols,—-he renried the capture of tue Eliza Russell, and ap- 
pointed MeNinuey priza-agent, 

Tho Prasident not inving the power to stipulate witu rorard 
todemurraze and dwartres that may be claimed by Captain Ras- 
gull —-has ordered that the demand shall be submitted to Con- 
gross for settlomant when it canvones, which will be on the 25th. 
September noxt. mo, 

It now devolves upon you, as our representative Rear the 
Court of St. Jaws, to make a candid, aad oxplicit statement of 
this urbleasant affair to that Government, and sassure. them in 

A‘ — z ` 
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the most positive terms, that this Government deeply regrets the 
occurrence, and that the act was. wholly unauthorized. | 

[Signed] R. A. IRION, 


Secretary of State, 


| 


Lxiract of letter from Secretary of State, to J. P. Henderson, 
dated March 20th, 1839. . 

The Agents of Livyd’s, at the Havana, have presented a 
claim of £865 against this Government, in favor.of the bri 
Eliza Russell, as indemnity for damages and demurrage occa-- 
sioned by her capture and detention by the Invincible and Brutus. 
This Goverument acknowledges the justness of the claim, and 
the President in his next message to Congress will recommend 
an appropriation for its payment. The Agent of Lloyd’s have 
been laformed of the disposition of this Government on the 
subject. 

[Signed] R. A. TRION, 

_, Seoretary of State. 


& 


tetany, 
$ 


Eriract of letier from Secretary of State, ta J. P. Henderson, 
dated May 20th, 1838. 

The depredations charged by the British Government 
against Texas admits, in the opinion of the President, of the most 
satisfactory adjustment. As you have been heretofore informed, 
the Secretary of the Navy, who participated personally in the 
cruise, and the cammandant of the flect, were dismissed on ac- 
count of violation of orders with respect to neutrality. 

"his Covernment has never authorished or sanctioned such 
proceedings on the part of its officers, but on the contrary, has 
invariably taken the most efficient means to correct the eyils 
which have oceasionally resulted from insubordination, and, as 
“far as practicable, to indemnify the injured party. 

With regard to the Little Penn, when the claim for damages 
shalt have been presented, and accompanied by such evidence : 
as is usually required in cases of the kind, this Government will 
not hesitate to acknowledge the same, and to make the earliest 
possible provisions for its payment. T'he representation ot Li- 
zardi & Co. is equivocal. No nation could with justice and re- 
spect for its character, acknowledge it on the information which 
they have submitted. In their communication it is assumed 


t 
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that none of the cargo of the Little Penn had been cast over- 
board, or washed away by the sea, and consequently that all ex- 
cept the portion saved before the arrival of the Texian vessels 
was illegally seized; these positions are susceptible of proof.— 
The declaration of the officers of the Little Penn, duly authen- 
ticated, would be much more satisfactory than the depositions of 
Mexicans. You will observe that the citizens Raminez and 
Martinez do not under take to say that all the cargo remained on 
board the Little Penn except that accounted for when the wreck 
was searched by our vessels: they only say the Texians went 
on board the wreck and took all that remained. How much had 


been plundered by themselves,—how much buried in the sand, 


&e. &e., we are left to conjecture. 

When the amount and value of the property seized shall be 
ascertained, this Governmeut will not object to its payment; it 
will be for the claimants, of course, to state how much that is. 

I herewith send you copies of all the documents’td be found 
in the Archives of this Government relating to the Little Penn, 
which you will use at your discretion. i 

Will not England appoint some kind of an agent to reside in 
this Republic; such an arrangement would facilitate very much 
the adjustment of private claims. 

[Signed] R. A. IRION, 

Secretary of State. 


— 
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Extract of letter from Secretary of State to J. P. Henderson, 


dated June 6th, 1838. 

With respect to the claims of British citizens against this 
Government, on account of the capture of the Eliza Russell, and 
other depredations said to have been committed, Congress has 
adjourned without having made an appropriation out of which 
they can be ‘paid. 

This Government has no disposition to reject such of those 
claims as are just, but it will be exceedingly deficient to settle 
them without an agent here representing the claimants and their 
‘country, ; 

The course you have pursued in England has met the un- 
qualified approbation of this Government. 

[Signed] R. A. IRION, | 


Secretary of State. 


Extract of letter from Secretary of State to J, P. Henderson, 
dated November 28th, 1838. 

With regard to the demands of Indemnity by the British Go- 
vernment in behalf of its citizens for injuries sustained by them 
in consequence of the capture and detention of the British bng 
Eliza Russell, and the alleged seizure of British goods on board 
the Little Penn and Abispa, by. armed vessels of Texas, The 
President fully approves the grounds whichyou have assumed 
in your communication of the 3d of September to Lord Palmer- 
ston on this subject. 

The documents relating to this matter, referred to in my de- 
‘spatch of 20th of May, were put tp in a separate package, in 
order that both might go by the express mail of the U. States, 
which carries letters only that are under a limited weight. 

Although those docnmnts embraced all tne information that 
could be obtained, F was aware that the evidence therein con- 
tained was far from being satisfactory. 

Tho manner in which they conld-he most advantageously 
used, was left entirely to your judamoeat aud diseretion, and I 
am gratified to see that you have given sueh a dicetion to the 
subject, that wili, itis believed, lead te a speedy and satisfactory 
adjustment of the whole matter. 

Respecting the Biza Russell, the house of Lloyd's at Havana 
forwarded a claim aguins. this government, Jesss Yorelosang 
& Co. of New Orleans, the latter acting as agonts for D. Austron 
& Qo. of the Eliza Russell, dananding the cum of £865 as in- 
demnity for damazos ond demurrage tn consequence of her cap- 
ture and detention by the Brutus aud Mmvhcibie. 

Itappears the Piza Rasscll suiled fron Galveston suortly be- 
fore the equinoetial storm of 3637, which she caceuntered in the 
Gnifand reesived so uncon dipagze froin it, that she was com- 
polled te put into fiavana to remir, this is the cause why the da. 
mand is so mush lereer than would otherwise have been. 

The Pasident divecis me to instruct and authorize you to 
enter into a neyouation with nuy agent who may he appointed by 
the British Governamomt to a‘ijust the claim abeve referred ta, 
and agra? noon the smount which is jastly due the agent of the 
said vessel, accordiny to the assuranecs heretofore made by this 
Govermmant to Captain Russel. 

As resposts the amount of indemnity, you are hereby author- 
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ized to stipulate for tha payment of any sum not exceeding the 
one above mentioned, T'he general power which I transmitted 
to you in March last, under the great seal of the Republie, con- 
fers upon you the most ample authority to treat and negotiate 
with Great Britain and France on all subjects, to which I beg 
leave to refer you on this occasion. 

Congress is now sitting and may act on the Eliza Russell’s 
case during the present session, and appropriate the amount 
claimed; I think itis, however, doubtfal. 

Concerning the Little Penn, you have certainly taken the best 
position the circumstances would permit. Upon this subject I 
would respectfully refer you to my despateh-ef 20th of May.— 
Before it was written the circumstances of the cruise had been 
fully considered, respecting which I have no new facts to pre- 
sent at the present time. 

This Government is unwilling to give credence fo any state- 
ment like the one communicated to it at the instance of the 
Messrs. Lizardi & Co. ‘I'he Mexicans who deposed to the docu- 
ments thus submitted, may have participated in purloiring the 

, either before or after they were taken from the wreck of 
the Little Penn. A regular protest, executed under oath by the 
officers, or even the crew of the Little Penn, would have much 
more weight with this Government than all the Mexican affi- 
davits that could be sent, 

-Iam now satisfied, but it is, however, from unofficial informa- 
tion, that when the Brutus arrived at the wreck of the Little Penn, 
that her cargo with the exception of a few articles like those in- 
dicated in the investigation of Mr. Wright’s condnet on that oc. 
casion, worth perhaps in all two or three hundred dollars, had 
been taken from the wreck by the Mexicans and carried a-shore 
or buried in the sand, to be disposed of by them at a more leisure 
time. 

The Abispa was a Mexican vessel, sailing under the Mexican 
flag, and when captured could show no papers; she was conse- 
quently sent into Matagorda, and by a court of Admirality, con- 
demned. as a lawful prize of war, as would have been done under 
similar circumstances in any other conntry. 

At the time the Abispa was captured, a Mexican vessel which 
was said ta have had the principal part of the cargo of the Little 
Penn on board, was seen and chased by the Brutus. Perha 
this vessel was wrecked on the coast, and the goods fell into the 
hands of the Mexicans who failed to account properly for them. 
If so, and itis probably the fact, with what propriety or justice 
can we be charged with them, 
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As you are aware there exists no disposition on the part of this 
Government to evade the payment of any indemnity that can be 
justly claimed by the citizens of Great Britain in conscquence of 
the alleged spclicticns said to have been committed on her com- 
merce by the national vessels of Texas; ye: it cannot be ex- 
pected that such indomnities will be grant2d without a proper in- 

astigation of the evidence touching each case. 

Tae Invincible and Bratus, as you kno y,saiicd under positive 
orders, which ‘vas dictated at the time by a sense of prudence 
and expediency, rather than by reference to rules of international 
law as established between recogiised nations, not to molest 
vessels belonging to neutral powers; therefore, when it can be 
shown, as in the case of the Eliza Russell, that ‘those orders 
which issued:regularly from from the Navy Department, by the 
direction of the President, under the hand of the proper fanetion- 
ary, were violated to the injury of neutrals, this Government is 
disposed to indemnify the individuals who may have thus suí- 
fered. 

[Signed] i R. A. IRION, 

a Secretary of State. 
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Extract of letter from Acting Secretary of State to J. P. 

Henderson, dated 16th June, 1839. + i 
. J enclose you a copy of a letter, which I addressed a few 
days ago to the British Coasni at New Orleans, in answer to a 
letter revoived from him relative to the claims of Capt. Joseph 
Russell, for indemnity arising from the detention of the schooner 
Eliza Russell, &e. 

You will perceive taat the account as now presented (a copy 
of which is enclosed) is more than double the whount first de- 
manded, and F trust’you will find in your intercourse with the 
Government of Great Britain on the subject, that they will not 
give their hich sanction to so unreasonable a claim. The ab- 
stract right of a belligerent vessel to detain the vessel of a neutral 
power laden with enemy’s goods, will not be controverted by 
British authority, neither will it be alleced that Texas, being in 
a revolutionary state and not recognised by Great Britain, is, 
therefore, not entitled to the full beneit of the international law. 

I send you these papers under a presumption that the subject 
may arain require your attention. i 

[Signed] DAVID G. BURNET, - 

: Acting Secretary of State. 


“11 


DEPARTMENT oF STATE,. 
- oo, i Houston; June 14,.1839.- ° r 
To Joun CrawrortD, Ese,, 70o, 

> 3, British Consul, New Orleans: 

- Srr,—I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 
17th ‘April, directed to this Department, and, also, the documents 
accompanying it, and relating to the claims of Captain Joseph 
Russell, founded on the seizure. and detentidn öf the schooner 
Bliza Russell, by the Texian armed schooner Invincible. 

This Government is desirous of fulfilling all the obligations 
that may rightfully belong to it, and we recognize the claim of 
Captain Russell as of this description, becanse it has been offi- 
cially acknowledged as such by the late Executive authority of 
this Republic, .But in making this declaration, I cannot for- 
bear to remark, that the late President in acknowledging the 
justness of Captain Russell’s claim for indernnity, was actuated 
inore by a reluctance to see. this young nation involved ina 
controversy with the ancient and venerable Government of Great 
Britain, than by the known and admitted principles of inverna- 
tional law. A similar disposition still prevails, and this Govern- 
ment will carry it out by rendering the indemnity frst required, ` 
and on thé presentation of which, the acknowledgn ant of its 
justness was based, so soon as Congress shall make the necessary 
appropriation. 

I remark in the statement you transmit, several additional 
items in the account of Captain Russel, waich swells its amount 
much beyond his first demand, which was £865 4s. Had these 
items been added in the first instance, it is probable ihis Govern- 
mènt would have been mere cautious in its admissions, for it 
never could have cntertamed a doubt that the British Govern- 
ment would concede to all othe? notions the same rule of inter- 
national law, that it has so strenuously claimed, time immemo- 
rial, in justification ofits owa trensaciions. ` 

It is a fact,deducad trom the confession of Capt. Russ Il himself, 
that there were Mexican gords cn board the Eliza Russell at the 
time of her deiention. Tucse aoods, comprising the farger portion 
of his carga, Captain Russell refused to samender to tha Texian 
commander, and the latter was compelled either to relinquish a 
lawful prize of war,or to convey a neutral vessel, charged with the 
enemy’s goods, to a port of his own country for legal investiga- 


12 


tion. The latter course was adopted. But the President feeling, 
as we all feel, a warm solicitude to eultivate the most amicable 
relations with the Government of Great Britain and its subjects, 
promptly, and without an enquiry into legal ba disclaimed 
the acts of the Texian commander and ordered the immediate 
discharge.of the vessel, and restitution to be made of the stores, 
&c., that had been used during her detention, all of which was 
carried into effect, and a promise given of further indemnity in 
the nature of demurrage. 
ig Captain Russells first account rendered, was for £965 As. 
and that account,"under the influence of the same spirit of con- 
ciliation, was acknowledged to be just, and its payment promised 
as soon as the npag action of Congress could’ be ‘had -upon 
it, The omission on the part of Congress to ratify that promise, 
has probably resulted from the intervening change in the admin- 
istration, and the want of an agent here on -the: part of Captain 
Russell to revive the subject. Our Congress will convene again 
on the second Monday in November, and the interesting subject 
will then be fully presented tothem. It is desirable that ‘Captain 
Russell shall have a duly authenticated agent here, to act for 
him in the adjustment of this matter, provided, he can do so‘ 
without too much inconvenience. ; 
I bave the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
our ob’t servant, 
[Signed] DAVID G. BURNET 
Acting Secr’y of State. 


(For copy of account referted to, see Document marked C.) 


DOCUMENT B. 


Extract of letter from J. P. Henderson to Secretary of State, 
dated November 5th, 1837. 


T have the honor, also, of acknowledging the receipt of your 
despatch under date of 23d of August last, instructing me to 
apologize to the English Government for the seizure and deten- 
tion of the English brig called the “Fliza Russell.” At the time 
I received this communication Lord Palmerston was absent from 
town, and being desirous that his Lordship should receive the 
explanation and apology which your honor instruced ‘me to 
make, I addressed him the following note: 


To ras Rr, How. Lorp Viscount PALMERSTON: 


My Lozp,—The undersigned, Agent of the Republic of 
Texas to Her Miajesty’s Government, begs leave to inform your 
Lordsaip, thet by decpatch which he this day received from his 
Government, bearing date 23d August last, he is informed that 
afew days previous to that dote, an English vessel called the 
«Bliza Russell,” commnended by Joseph Russell, bound to Sisal, 
in Mexico, had been captured and sent inte the port of Galveston, 
in Texas by the Invincible, a national vessel of thet Govern- 
ment, under the command of Captain ‘Thompson; and that upon 
examination it was discovered that this vessel had been wronz- 
fully captured and detaincd, and, therefore, he is directed by his 
Excellency, the President of Texas, te assure her Majosty’s Go- 
vernment, that, hy capturing said vessel, Captain Thompson vio. 
lated the insiruxtions of his Government; that u»on its being 
made known io tais Government that this vessel had been so 
wrongfully captured, she was lramediately set at liberty, and 
orders givea by the Government for the most speedy and ample 
satisfaction to be mede to Capt »in Russell for hor un!awful cap- 
ture anil detention. The undersigned is further insiructed by 
his Excellency, the President of ‘Texas, to assure her Majesty’s 
Government that his Government regrets this cecurrrence, and 
that measures have beon taken to preverit the occurrence of such 
aggressions, 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
J, PINCKNEY HENDERSON, 


+ 
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To this note Ireceived the following reply :— 


Lord Paimerston presents his compliments to Gen. Pinckney 
Henderson, and has the honor to acknowledge the recept of his 
letter of the 26th instant, respecting the wrongful seizure and 
detention of the English vesgel, calied the “Eliza Russell,” by 
a vessel under the flag of Texas. 

Lord Palmerston has at the same time to thank General Hen. 
derson for the communication,.and to express the hope of her 
Majesty’s Government, that General Henderson will soon be en- 
abled to state that the promised satisfaction has been given to the 
owners of the vessel for her unlawful detention and capture. 

Foreren Orrice, October 31st, 1837, 


—s t 


Extract of a letter from J. P. Henderson to Secretary of State, 
dated January 30th, 1838. = 
Forrien Orrics, Jantary 24th, 1838. 
Sir,—With reference to the letter which I had the honor to 
receive from you, dated the 26ih October last, and to my answet 
thereto, dated the 31st of the same month, relative to the pro 
ceedings of armed vessels under the flag of Texas towards British 
merchant vessels, I beg leave now to transmit to you a copy of 
a letter which I have received irom Messrs. Lizardi & Co, 
British merchants relative to the seizure of British property, com. 
posing part of the carzo of the British scheoner © Little Penn, 
by the Texian armed schooner “ Brutus,” accompanied by a state 
ment of the value and the pariiculars of the property seized — 
The British Government cannot entertain a doubt, after the de 
claration contained in your letter of the 26th of October, that the 
` Texian anthorities will order immediate restitution of the pro- 
perty so unjustifiably seized, and full compansation for all losses 
and damages thereby sustained, as weil in the cese of the “Little 
Penn.” as in that of other British property whien has in like 
manner suffered by the illegal proceedings of Texian armed 
vessels. ý 
I have the honor to be, &c., 
ee PALMERSTON.. 
To GEN. PINCSNEY HENDERSON. 
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The letter of Messrs. Lizardi & Co. alluded toin Lord Pal- 
merstov's note, was as follows: 
COPY. 

To rHe Rr. Hox. Lord eo PALMERSTON, 
Her Majesiy’s principal Seey of State for Foreign Afairs: 
The Pritish schconer “ Littl Pem,” David Pugh, master, 
was chartered in the month of April, 1837, by the partners of the 
undersigned at Liverpool, Messrs. F. D. Lizardi & Co. fora 
voyage from Liverpoc! to the port of Tabasco, in the Province 
of Yucatan and Republic of Mexico. Having completed her 
loading, the * Little Penn” sailed on the 3d May, 1837, for her 
aforesaid port of destination. Nothing materially occurred during 
the voyage until the 26th June, when the schconer stiutk upon 
a shoal called the “ Alacranes,” in north latitude 21° 32. Find- 
ing all his efforts ineffectual to get the vessel off, the master sent 
his boat down tothe main land in search of assistance. On 
reaching Campeachy and making the case known, the Mexican 
authorities gave every aid, ard conjointly with agents of the con- 
signees, despa.ched two Mexican schooners, the “Paz,” Captain 
Vanstoveren, and the “ Abispa,” Captain Ramirez. On reach- 
ing the shoal where the “Little Penn” lay wrecked, they com- 
menced loading the before mentioned schooners with the effects 
on board the * Little Penn,” with which the “ Paz” was laden, 
aad despatched for Campeachy, where she arrived in safety.— 
But the “ Abispa ” when about leaving the wreck with her eargo, 
was captured by the 'Texian armed schooners “Brutus” and “In- 
vincible,” and sent as lawful prize into a port of Texas. Not 
content with this violence, the said Texian schooners afterwards 
plundered the wreck of the « Little Penn” of every thing valua- 
ble, and there is reason to believe, made prize of anotiter British 
schooner bound from Liverpool to Sisal, as appears by the 
enclosed document with translation marked (C). The value 
of the cargo shipped on board the “Little Penn” was 5,100 
pounds sterling, for which sum it was insured at Lloyd’s Coffee 
House by the undersigned. It also appears by the enclosed docu- 
ment marked. (D) that the value of the goods saved trom the 
wreck ofthe “ Little Penn,” by the schooner “ Paz” amounted to 
£1443 5s 9d sterling, and since none of the carga had been 
thrown overboard, or washed” away by the sea, it follows 
that the entire remainder of the cargo was plundered, and made 
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prize of by the Texian armed schooners before mentioned, which, 
as is proved by the accompanying docunnent marked (C), before 
referred to, they actually carried into a port of Texas, 

For this depredation on their property, the undersigned have 
never received any redress, nor have they ever received even any 
intelligence (beyond what is eontained in the enclosed document) 
respecting the property thus violently, and in the opinion of: the 
undersigned, thus illegally seized. M 

In submitting the preceeding statement to the consideration of 
your lordship, the undersigned beg leave respectfully, as well on 
their ewn behalf, as on that of the insurers and owners of the 
¢ Little Penn,” and her cargo, to éntreat the interference of her 
Majesty’s Government with the Texian authorities to obtain the 
restoration of the property plundered from the aforesaid British 
schooner, or in default thereof, adequate compensation for the 

\ 


loss sustained. 
We have &. . 
: F. D. LIZARDI & CO. 
26 AUSTIN FRIARS, 
5th January, 1838. ? 


ey 


Marine of Yucatan. 


Mauro Ma. Carpizo, second Lieutenant of the National Marine, 
with the brevet rank of first, and adjutant to the Captaincy of this 
port, charged with the duties thereof, certifies that in the de- 
clatation made before this tribunal by the patron citizen Antonio 
Ramirez, and of the mate Paul Martinez, amongst other matters 
they state,—'That on the 31st of the month last past, the pirate 
schooners of Texas, the Invincible and Brutus made their ap- 
pearance below the-Scorpions (Alicranes) and there did capture 
and seize the national schooner, Abispa, from which place she 
was going out loaded with effects saved from an English vessel 
that had been wrecked at that place some short time previous, 
and which scheoner, after capture, was manned with ‘a crew’ ta- 
ken from the pirate vessels,—that on the day following, the pirate 
commandant, with all the boats, went on board the wrecked ves- 
sel, and robbed it ofall it contained; in doing which, they con- 
sumed two days—returning to their own vessels, after having 
carried away every thing valuable they could find,—that on the 

~ third of the present month an English schooner appeared in sight, 
and immediately the Brutus showed the Mexican flag, and under 
that flag took possession of the English vessel, and divided her 
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erew between the two pirates, placing the Captain on board the 
Thvincible;—That the Captain was a fat man of ordinary size, 
and seemed about 50 or 60 years of age;—That hespoke in Eng- 
lish to the Commandant, and so far as the deponent could under- 
stand, he stated that the vessel was an English schooner, and had 
miled from Liverpool, bound to the port of Sisal;—That the 
pirate detained the vessel as prize, and after manning her with a 
crew from the pirates, her own captain was sent on board, and 
she, along with the two National schooners, Abispa and Tele- 
graph, were sent to Texas,—the national schooner having her 
own crew. 
| All of which is declared and stated in thé presence of Don 
Joaquin Gutierez De Estiado, to be employed for ail the conveni- 
ent purposes of justice. 
Done at Campeache, on the 11th August, 1837. 
(Signed) MAURO Ma: CARPIZO. 


This certificate is followed by the signature of the French 
Consul in attestation of the signature of the Department. 


me 


The other,Document marked (D), which was also in the Span- 
ish language, is simply an account of sales of the goods alleged 
to have been saved from the Little Penn previous to the approach 
of the Brutus and Invincible, and which shows the amount saved 
to be of the value of $14,528 6 reals. You will observe that 
Lizardi, in his letter to Lord Palmerston states, that the goods 
saved were only worth £1443 5s. 9d., which appears to have 
been the nett proceeds of the sale, after deducting the salvage, 
amounting to $4,842 7 reals, and the expenses amounting to 
$2,155 5 reals, and claims to be indemnifiedto the amount of 
the balance of the original cargo, which would be (supposing 
him to have some claims to indemnity) making the Government , 
of Texas liable to pay to him the salvage and expenses of that 
part of the cargo which she never touched. 
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To Lord Palmersiows letter I communicated ihe following 
l reply on.25th inst. 
Lonpon, No. 166 Albany St., Regents Park, 
: January 25th, 1838. i 

My Lon»,—The undersigned, Agent of the Republic of Tex- 
as, has the honor to acknowledge the recéipt of the letter of the 
Rt. Han. Lord Viscount Palmerston, Her Maiesty’s principal Se- 
eretary of State for Foreiga Affairs of the 24th inst, with the ac-| 
companying documents, setting forth aclaim of Messrs. Lizardi, 
& Co. against the Government of Texas, for property alleged to 
have been illegally seized by her armed vessels. ‘The under- 
signed not having received from the Government of Texas any 
information or instructions upon that subject, can now only assure 
Lord Palmerston that he will not fail to despatch to his Govern 
ment the communications and documents atluded to, and take 
their advice upon the same. ‘The undersigned can assure Lord] 
Palmerston that if upon investigation it does appear to the 
Texian Government that the property referred to was wrongfully 
seized, they will not fail to make full compensation or restitution 
to the owners, for the same. 

The undersioned has the honor, &c. 

J. PINCKNEY RENDERSON. 


To Lorp PALMERSTON, 


è 
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T beg leave to suggest to the Hon. Secretary of State the great 
hecessity of giving this business the most prompt, thorough and 
impartial investigation, and of instructing me what to say to thi 
Government in that behalf. That this claim of Messrs. Lizard 
& Co. is without a just foundation, Í cannot permit myself te 
doubt; but it has become equally important that I should be fur; 
nished with the facts attending the capture and condemnation ofl 
that property, be the claim just or unjust, in order that I may 
satisfy the British Government upon that subject under the in 
structions of his Excellency the President. í 

I have the honor to remain, &c., 
- i J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 
To Hon R. A. IrIoN. 


19 : 


Extract of a letter from J. P. Henderson to Secretary of State, 


| Lowpon, March 8th, 1838. 
Srr,—Since I had the honor of forwarding te yott despatch 
No. 5, I have received from Lord Palmerston, her Majesty’s prin- 
cipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the following com- 
munication and documents, evidencing the claim of Capt. Russell 
ainst the. Government of Texas, for the detention of the schoon- 
er called the Eliza Russell. Thr Se ; 
Foregron Orrfice, Feb. 19th, 1838. 


Sır, —With reference to the letter which you addressed to me 
on the 26th of October last, and to the answer which I had the 
honor to return thereto, relative to the wrongful seizure and de- 
tention of the English vessel, called the Eliza Russell, by a ves- 
sel under the flag of Texas, I beg leave to trans.nit to you here- 
with a copy. of a despatch from her Majesty's Consul at the Ha- 
vana,{ enelosing extracts from the protest of Jeseph Russell, 
master of the English vessel above mentioned, together with am 
account .of the damages sustained by reason of the seizure in 
question, and for which compensation is claimed from the au- 
thorities of Texas. 

Altho’ these documents have doubtless already been brought 
under the consideration of the Texian authofities, by the’parties 
interested, I nevertheless transmit them to you in confident ex- 
pectation that you will exert your influence to expedife the re- 
dress to which the parties are entitled, should their claims not 
have been already satisfactorily adjusted, cg-eeably to the intima- 
tion conveyed in your letter of the 26th of October. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble serv’t. 

(Signed) i PALMERSTON. 


- GEN. PINCKNEY Henperson, 
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Britis Consvnate, | 
Havana, 20th Dec. 1837. 

My Lorb,—Enclosed 1 have the honor to wait on your Lord-. 
ship with extracts from the protest of Joseph Russell, master of 
the schooner Eliza Russell, of Alloa, made before me, describing 
the circumstances of the capture of his vessel, by two cruisers 
under the Texian colors, and of her ‘subsequent release. The 
original documents have been sent to the Master's ‘agent at New 
Orleans, accompanied by a letter from me to M, Crawford her ` 
Majesty’s Consul there, requesting him to aid in the procuring 
Mr. Russells indemnification for the pyjust detention of his 
schooner; and as Governor, Houston has in a letter, of which a 
. copy is annexed to the protest, expressed regret that the Execu- 
tive of the so called Republic of Texas, has not the power to au- 
thorise the payment thereof, and declares that the subject shall 
be submitted to Congress early at their next mecting, in otdex 
that the necessary appropriation may be made, I trust Mr. Rus- 
sell will have no difficulty in recovering his claim. To make 
this more sure, as well as to inform her Majesty's Government 
of the particulars of this act of aggression, are the motives which 
induce me to sabmit the papers to your Lordship. 

I have the honor, &c. 
(Signed) C. D. TOLENE, 
: .. . Consul 

The Viscount, Palmersion, G. C. B. &e. gre. &e. 
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Exiract from the protest of Joseph Russell, and the officers of 
the schooner, tstiza kusseli, of Alloa, made before her 
Majesty's Consul at Havana, the 2d day of December, 1837. 


“That on the 3d of August last, while on a voyage from Li- 
verpool to Sisal, being in sight of the Alacranes, they were chased. 
by a schooner, but believing her to be a wrecker, they continued 
their course—inat perceiving that 7 in the morning the vessel in 
chase had hoisted English colors, they did the same, and that in 
consequence of the former then discharging ball cartridge at them, ` 
they brought to—that the schooner ther sent to them a boat with 
six armed men, and conveyed Capt. Russell on board of her, 
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where he presented his register and other papers, and among the 
rest, letters to his consignee in Sisal, D. Julian Gonzalez Gu- 
tienez, which, were immediately opened by the Capt. of the said 
Schooner, who having seen by them thet the cargo which the 
Eliza Russell brought from Liverpool was Mexican property, 
thought fit to detain her,—thata prize crew were then sent on 
board, under the direction of which she was worked up to the 
Island and anchored—that the commander of the capturing 
schooner, called the Invincible, then applied to Capt. Russell to 
give up the Mexican property on board his vessel, as appears by 
Annex, No. 1; which, being refused, she was.get under weigh 
by the said prize crew, and navigated to Galveston, where she 
arrived on the 13th August—that there she was retained as prize, 
until the 29th August, when Capt. Russell received his clearance, 
as well as a letter ftom the collector of the customs, containing 
an enclosure of which No’s. 1, 2, 3 and 4 are certified copies,— ` 
that though at the last meritioned date, at liberty to proceed, the 
weather did not permit him, as is proved by the Collector’s letter, 
Annex No. 5. and that ini fact it was not till the 28th of Septem- 
ber, that the vessel was able to get to sea, when they proceeded 
owards Sisal,” The losses on this voyage are then specified. 

“'Fhat on the 11th October they arrived at their destination, 
where they extended protest, of which the Annex, No. 6 isa 
opy.” The protest goes on to state that not‘being able to re- 
air and refit at Sisal, they proceeded for this purpose to Havana, 
where they arrived on 28th October, and, after quarantine, were 
eleased on the 3d Nov.—T hat a survey, No. 7 was made, and the 
master then, under No, 8, presents an account for damage and 
amages, ’ í 

Or THE Annex, No. 1— Tis the copy ofa letter dated 4th 
August, 1837, from Mr. H. L. Thompson, stating himself to be 
he commander of the Texian schooner Invincible, calling on 
apt. Russell to deliver up certain Mexican property on board. 
his vessel. 
No. 2. Is a custom-housé clearance for the Eliza Russell for 
isal, dated 29th August. 

No. 3.—Is a letter from the collector of customs, dated 29th 
leaks 1837, at Galveston, to Capt. Russell, referring to the en- 
osure. 
No. 4.—Which is a letter from the acting Secretary of the 
reasury, dated, Houston 23d August 1837, to said colleetor, 
herein is said “ you will inform him (Capt. Russell) at the same 
ime, that the President evinced not the slightest hesitation to re- 
ase his veséel after the cdse had been submitted to him; as the 
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capture was made contrary to the instructions from the Navy 

Department, to che commanding officer of the fleet. It isto be 

regretted that the Executive has not the- power to authorise 

claims that may be made for detention of said vessel, but you 
may assure the Captain that the subject shall be submitted to 

Congress early at their next meeting, in order that the necessary 

appropriation be made. JT would therefore. advise Capt. Russell 

to make out his claim for demurrage and leave it with some indi- 
vidual to be attended to.” 

No. 5.—is a letter of the collector of Galveston, dated the 21st 
September, which gces to prove that the weather has been such 
as to prevent the Eliza Russell from sarling, up to that date. 

No. 6.—Is the protest made at Sisal, dated 12th October, which 
corresponds with that made here. 

No. 7.-Is a survey ofthe damages sustained on the voyage 
from Galveston to Sisal, and : 

No. 8.—Is the following account of claims for damages and 
damage. 

Account of cluims for damages sustained by the British schoo 
ner Eliza Russell, Joseph Russell, Master, cccasionea by 
that vessel having bean seized by two shins under the Texian 
Flag, and carried into Gelveston, in Texas, 

Demurrage from the 3d Aug’st, 1837,at which date 

_ the schooner was seized, ‘till the 28th Sept. 1837, 

' the day on which she was again able toleave £ s d 
Galveston—-56 days at the rate of £10 per day. 560, 00 00 

Additional time over and above that of her deten- 
tior, expended in consequence of hey having 
been carried into Galveston, being the number 
of days she was on her voyage irom Galveston 
to Sisal, 28th Sept. to 11th Oct., 13 days, at the 
rate of £10 per day, 

Protest at Sisal and two certificates of the same, 
$17 at $4 80, . 3,1010 

Additional time over and above that of her voyage, 
from Sisal to Havana, having left the first port 
on the 2ist October, and arrived in the harbour 
of Havana on the 26th October, 1837, forthe = * 
sole purpose of getting the vessel repaired of the 
damages occasioned on her in consequence of m 
the said detention, being 6 days at the rate of 
£10 per day, 60, 00 10 


Amount carried forward, - + £753 10 10 


+ 
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Amount brought forward, - - £753 101 
‘ Additional time over and above that of her repairs, 
having commenced repairing the vessel on the 
10th Nov. last, and concluded the same on the 
14th Dec., being 4days at £10 per day, . 40 00 00 
sar for repairing the damages sustained on 
© voyage from Galveston to Sisal, as appears 
by theaccounts certified by the agents for Lloyds, 
$372, 2 1-2 a 17 per, cent. premium of exchange, 71, 13 02 


£865, 04 00, 
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To Lord Palmerston’s letter I communicated the following 
reply. TA 
Lonpon, 166 Albany St., Regent's Park. 
February 20th, 1538. 

My Lorp,—The undersigned, Agent of the Republic of Texas, 
has the honor to acknowiedge the receipt os the letter addressed 
to him on the 19th inst., by the Rt. Hon. Lord Viscount Palmers- 
ton, Her Majesty’s principal Secretary of State for Foreign aftairs, 
tegether with the documents accompanying the same, exhibiting 
the claim of Captain Russell, for the detention of the schooner 
called the Eliza Russell, by the commander of the Invincible, an 
armed vessel of Texas. He has the honor to inform Lord Pal- 
merston, that he is in daily expectation of receiving from the Go- 
vernment of Texas intelligence of the manner in which the 
claim of Capt. Russell has keen disposed of by Congress, to whom 
it was referred; he having heistofore advised the President of 
Texas of the necessity of causing a speecy and taal settlement 
of the claim, and instructing bim further upon the subject, never- 
theless the undersigned will not ful to transmit to the Govern- 
ment of Texas Lord Palmerston’s letter, together win ine docu- 
ments accompanying it, aud again ask them advice upon the 
same. f 

The undesigied avañs himself of this opportunity of renew- 
ing to Lord Palmerston, the assurance of bis high contideration. 

i J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON., 
Tue Rr. Hon. LORD VISCOUNT PALMERSTON, 
Her Majesty’s principal See’ry of Siete or Foreign Afairs, 
I was net a little surprised, after reading the abeve protest of’ 
Capt. Russell, that the British Government had countenanced a 
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claim of one of their citizens so unjust as the above against the 
Government of Texas. I would have felt myself bound to have 
communicated to Lord Palmerston an answer very different from 
the above; but inasmuch as I was acting under the direction of 
a higher authority, in that case I did not hesitate io pursne the 
course pointed out in my instructions, which was your letter of 
the 23d August last. You will observe that Capt, Russell states 
in his protest * That when he presented his register and other 
papers, and among the rest, letters to his consignée in Sisal, D, 
Julian Gonzalez Gutierrez, which were immediately opened by 
the Capt. of the said schooner, who having seen by them that the 
cargo which the Eliza Russell brought froin Liverpool was 
Mexican property, thought fit to detain her.” This admission 
of Capt. Russell, makes it plain to my understanding, that the 
officer in cofamand of the vessel of 'Texas had the right to detain 
Capt. Russcll’s vessel and carry her into a Texian port, for the 
purpose of having the enemy’s property on board condemned and 
secured; for itis my understanding that there is no principle of 
national law betier settled than this, that enemy’s goods on board 
of a neutral vessel is lawful prize of war. Indeed, there are no 
contraricty of decisions upon that point of national usage amongst 
the many cass that have been adjudicated—and whatever may 
be the abstract principles of notional law upon that subject, it has 
been the constant, and universal practice of nations from the 
earliest tineg, to condemn as lowhul prizes, enemy’s goods found 
on beard of a neutral vessel. This practice has only been de- 
parted from in a few instances, by treaty stipulations which have 
ormed a termporary conventional law beisveen the parties to such 
treaties, But ‘Tineland has in no instance, within my recollection, 
departed .from national usage in that respect, in its strongest 
sense. Indeed, some nations have gone so far by ordinances, 
(France, for exampic, during ihe time of Louis 14ih) as to de- 
clare all neutral vessels found wich the goods of an enemy on 
board, lavrful prizes of war. How far the belligerant party cap- 
‘turing has a richt to carry the vessel of a neutral in such a case, 
out of her course, depends upon circumstances. -In the above 
case, Capt Russell, by refusing to point out or give up the Mexi- 
can propeity on beard of his vessel, rendered it necessary for the 
officer in coramand of the Texian vessel to carry the Eliza Rus- 
sell into Galveston, and therefore he has no right to complain of 
that act. 
T have deemed it proper to make the above statement of what 
I regard as the well established law of nations, in order to justify 
in the eyes of the Government of Texas, the course which I 
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r 
thought it my duty to pursue, in a personal conference which I 
had with Lord Palmerston on the Ist inst. l : 

At the time alluded to, I had called on Lord Palmerston on 
other business, but embraced that occasion tó call his attention 
to the above stated case of Capt.-Russell’s, I then stated to 
him, that I had no doubt from your letter of the 23d Aug., 
together with the circumstance of the Presidcnt having in his 
annual message called the attention of Congress to that sub- 
ject, that full compensation had already been awarded to Capt. 
Russell, according to Lis claim; but that I feel myself bound 
in duty and candour to say to him that I could not see upon 
what ground the Government of Texas hud réleased- ihe Eliza 
Russell, without seizing and confiscating the Mexican property 
lon board, or why they had admitted Capt. Russell’s claim for 
detention,—that I could only suppose it to have been done in 
the absence of the true history of the case, or in abundant 
caution on the part of the Governinent of Texas, to avoid any 
dispute with the British Government. -Lord Palmerston then 
said that he did uot then recollect the circumstances of the ease. 
I repeated them to him, and called his uttention particularly 
to the admission of Capt. Russell, that the property on board. 
was Mexican, and at the same time observed that there was 
no principle of national law better understood, or more fully 
settled than this, that enemy’s property on board of a neutral 
vessel is lawful prize of war, nor. none which has beea more 
rigidly adhered to by the Government of Great Britain,—to 
which he gave his entire consent, but at the seme tirne observ- 
| ed (rather in the tone of enquiry) that he did noi recollect the 
| law of nations on that point, of the right of a-bell:gerant power 
to carry a neùtral vessel, laden with the goods of an cnemy, out 
of her course in order to possess themselves of the goods on 
board—i then observed, in reply, that such a. right rosulied 
from the very nature of things—that I undersiood the pinci- 
ple to be well settled, that the belligerant nation capturing in 
such a case, hed the tight to do every thing necessary to be 
done in order to secure the property of an enemy on board 
the vessel of a neutya!,—-that the only obligation which the 
party capturing was under in such a case wes to avcid putting 
the neutral to any unnecessary trouble or mconverdence, end 
to discharge him as soon as, they hed secired the enemy's 
property—and that in the case in question, Cant. Russell contd 
i not rightfully complain, because he had, oy re:ttsing w suiren- 
der the goods on board, rendered the ecurse taker Ly the ofi- 
cer of Texas necessary. This position Lord Palmerston 
| c 
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did not deny. I then observed that what I had said in thy 
case was not dictated by a supposition that tha Governmen 
of Texas would retract what they had done in that matter, be. 
cause I regarded the case as having been finally disposed of by 
them, but that I deemed it.my duty to say so much in orde 
that it might not be understood by the British Governmen 
that Texas had thereby waived her right to avail herself in 
future of the long and well established usage of nations ia 
such cases, and to prevent their action in that case from bei 


If Congress has not already disposed of the above claim, I wish 
to be specially instructed as to the course I am to pursue. I 
they have sanctioned the claims and provided for its payment, 
it is equally necessary that I should be instructed in the matter, 

Your obedient servant, 
J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 
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LEGATION OF TEXAS: - - 
Paris, September 5th, 1838. 
To roe Honornaste R. A. IRION, 
_. Secretary of State; 

Srr,—I had the honor some weeks since in a private letter to 
inform you that 1 had received several documents enclosed to 
me from Houston, relative to the capture of the Abispa, &c., are 
signed by the Hon, Mr. Shepard, Secretary of the Navy; another 
by Mr. P. W, Humphreys, a clerk in that Department, and a third 
without any date or signature, all of whieh I then informed you 
were without your sanction, and, therefore, I declined acting upon 
them. - Still more recently in another private communication, I 
informed you that I had just then received a despatch from you, 
dated 20th May last, which referred to “accompanying docu- 
ments relative to the claims of British citizens, growing out of 
the capture and confiscatign of goods on board the schooner 
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Abispa, and the alleged seizure of goods on board the Little 
Penn,” and that inasmuch as there were no papers accompany- 
ing your communication at the time it was received, and as it 
was dated shortly alter the documents first alluded to, I would 


cation to the British Government, founded upon the facts con- 
tained in those documents, although the information given in 
them was far from being such as I had desired and expected.— 
A few days since, and before I had made the communication I in- 
tended on this subject, I received from Lord Palmerston the fol- 
lowing note: 


mer 


“Pornien OFFICE, August 24th, 1838. 
Srr,—On the 24th January last, I addressed a representation 
to you respecting the seizure of British property, composing part 
of the cargo of the British schooner, “ Little Penn,” by the 
Texian armed schooner, “ Brutus.” To this representation you 
did me the honor to reply on the following day, stating that you 
had not received any information or instructions on that subject, 


| but that you would not fail te refer my communication “to your , 


Government, agsuring me at the same time that if upon investi- 
ation, it should appear that the property referred to was wrong- 
ly seized, your Government would not fail to make full resti- 
tution or compensation to the owners. I requést you to be so 
as to inform me what has been done in fulfilment of this 
eclaration. T also request to be informed what steps have been 
taken in the case of the British vessel “ Eliza Russel,” in ac- 
cordance with the assurance conveyed in your letter ofthe 26th 
of October, 1837—that orders had been given by the Texian 
authorities for making the most ample and speedy compensation 
to the owner of the “Bliza Russell,” for the unlawful detention 
and capture of that vessel. The parties interested in these two 
cases of spcliation by armed vessels under the Texian Flag are 
pressing Her Majesty’s Government to obtain for them redress 
without further delay, and I should therefore be glad fo receive 
your answer to my present énquiries, at your earliest conveni- 
ence. 
g I have the honor to be &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


Gen. J. Pinckney HENDERSON,” 


couple them together, and had determined to make a communi- 


ay 
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To which I returned the following answer. 


Paris, September 3d. 1838, 
The undersigned, Agent of the Republic of Texas, has the 
honor to acknowledge the receipt of the communication of the Rt. 
Ifon. Lord Viscount Palmerston, Her Majesty's principal Secre- $ 
tury of State for Foreign affairs, of the 24th ult., upon the sub- 
ject of the claims of British citizens against the Government of 
Texas, arising out ofthe alleged seizure of their goods on board 
the “ Little Penn,” and the schooner “Abispa,” and the capture 
and detention of tho schooner * Eliza Russell,” by the national 
vessels of Texas. ak 
In reply to which, the undersigned has the honor to inform 
Lord Palmerston, that he, in compliance with his promise, com- 
municated to the Government of Texas the representation of 
Messrs. I’, D. Lizardi, & Co, upon the subject of the alleged § 
seiznre of the goods of British citizens, on board the schooners 
“Little Penn and Abispa,” and asked to be informed and instruct- 
ed in regard to the same. But a few days have elapsed since the 
undersigned received an answer from his Government in reply 
to that communication. In relation to the seizure and condem- 
nation, of goods on board the Schooner “ Abispa” the undersign- 
edis instructed to say, that that vessel was captured by Govern- 
uont vessels of Texas, near the Alacranes on the coast of Mexico, 
about the Uth July, 1837, and sent for adjudication into Mata- 
gorda, a port of Texas, That it appeared in evidence (as does 
also appear by the showiyg of Messrs, E. D. Lizardi, & Co,) that 
tne schooner “ Abispa” was the- property of Mexican citizens, 
and ihat when captured she had no papers on board to show to 
whom the cargo belonged, or if her commander had such papers 
they were concealed from the Texian authorities, and that upon 
that evidence the vessel and cargo were condemned as a lawful 
prize of war. The undersigned deems it unnecessary for him 
to cite authority from the laws of nations to prove to Lord Pal- 
merston, that that schooner and her cargo were property con- 
demned under the above circumstances, but the presumptive evi- 
deneg in that case, upon which the cargo was condemned, must 
'yield to positive proof. He is further instructed by the President 
ot Texas to assure Her Majesty’s Government, that if at any time 
hereafter, the claimants in this case shall produce such positive 
proof es is usually required in similar cases, to rebut the pre- 
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sumptive evidence upon which the goods were condemned, the 
Government of ‘Texas will, without hesitation, make them full 
compensation for the same. Upon the subject of the seizure of 
ihe cargo remaining on board the “Little Penn” at the time 
she was discovered by the Texinn vessels, the undersigned is 
instructed to inform Lord Palmerston, that the Government of 
Texas caused the most thorough investigation to be made, of 
which the nature of the case would admit, which resulted in the 
refutation of the charge made in that case against’the officers of 
the Texian vessel “Brutus,” by Captain Mauro Ma. Carpizo a 
Citizen of Mexico. Captain Boylan, who commanded the “Bru- 
tus” at the time mentioned in the statement of Capt. Mauro Ma. 
Carpizo, reported to the Government of Texas, that he had dis- 
covered the wreck of the vessel “Little Penn,” but lett her 
undisturbed. 

In reference to the capture and detention of the Eliza Russell, 
and the compensation therefor promised tọ her owners by the 
Government of Texas, the undersigned is instructed by the Pre- 
sident ta assure Lord Palmerston, that nothing has prevented 
them from complying with the promise, but the want of know- 
ledge on their part of the same justly duc; that itis true that the 
‘statement of Capt. Russell, laid before the undersigned by Lord 
Palmerston in January last, does fix upon the sum which he 
claims, but that the sum so claimed by him is unwarrantable. 
The undersigned has now the honor to remind Lord Palmerston 
that the treaty-makiug power in Texas, in. vested by her consti- 
tution in the President and Senate,—-that no money can be drawn 
trom the Treasury of Texas, for any purpose, except it be author- 
ized by Congress,—that according to the clause of the constitu- , 
tion of Texas, first above cited, the direction of the President, 
that .compensation should be made to the owner of the “ Eliza 
Russell,” for the capture and detention of his vessel, as commu- 
nicated by the undersigned to Lord Palmerston on the 26th 
October, 1837, can only be carried into effect through the Min- 
isters or authorised agents of the two Governments. He is direct- 
ed to assure Lord Palmerston that the President has at all times 
been ready and anxious to cause his determination in that regard 
to be carried into effect, whenever Her Majesty’s Government 
shall have appointed an agent with power to treat with the au- 
thorities of Texas in thatcase. The undersigned has the honor 
to inform Lord Palmerston that the only way in which the own- 
er of the “ Bliza Russell” can (under the existing relations be- 
tween England and Texas) obtain compensation, is by making 
direct application to Congress personally, or by his Agent, autho- 
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rized to fix upon the sum which he deems justly due to him for 
the detention of his vessel. He begs leave also to remind Lord 
Palmerston that Captain Russell states in his protest, that he was 
informed by the President of Texas, during his stay in Galveston, 
that he had no power to draw money from the Treasury for any 
purpose, without being specially authorised by Congress, and that 
he was also advised that Congress had the power, independent of 
any treaty stipulations upon the subject between the two Govern- 
ments of Texas and England, to make a special appropriation to 
indemnify him for her loss, which they would not hesitate to do 
at their first meeting; he was at the same time requested to ap- 
point some person with full power to represent him, and who 
should make application tothe Congress then next ensuing, which 
would, under the advice of the President, make him satisfactory 
remuneration, 

“The Executive did recommend that body.ta make such an ap- 
propriation, and they were prevented from a compliance only by 
the refusal or neglect of the owner of the “Eliza Russell” to 
Lopear personally, or by his authorised agent, to fix upon the sum 
jusily due. The undersigned is instructed to assure Her Majes- 
ty’s Government, that tae President is still resolved to cause his. 
first determination in this case, as mentioned in the note of the 
undersigned to Lord Palmerston on the 26th October, 1837, to 
be carried into effect, whenever such relations shal] have been 
established between the two Governments as will enable him, 
under the constitution,: to do so; or that Congress will at any 
time make a special appropriation to'the owners of that vessel, if 
applied to as above stated. The undersigned flatters himself, 
that this frank statement is sufficient to satisfy her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment that the delay in this case is attributable to the negli- 
gence of the claimant, and not to any indisposition on the part 
of the Government of Texas to comply with their determination 
as before expressed. 

The undersigned avails himself &c. 


eee - J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 
vT. Li0N, 


T'o THE Viscount PALMERSTON, &C. 
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By referring to the copies of the documents upon which I 
founded the above communication, which you doubtless have at 
hand, and comparing their contents with the points which [have 
been compelled to meet in the case, you will readily see how very 
imperfect they are. The evidence which they afford upon the 
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subject of the seizure of goods on board the “Little Penn,” is 
contradictory. Captain Boylan in his report to the Secretary of 
the Navy, says that he saw the wreck of the “Little Penn,” but 
left it undisturbed. The extract of the evidence taken on the 
investigation of ‘certain charges” against a Mr. Wright states 
that goods were taken from the “Little Penn” by Wright and 
the officers generally. You did not inform me whether the Presi- 
dent was disposed to cedit the one or the other of the, above 
statements,—'Therefore I was left to draw my own conclusions 
as fo what was the probable determination of the President in 
that regard;—in doing which, I preferred giving the decision in 
favor of the’ credibility of the commanding officer, although I fear 
in doing so, I may have erred. Itis tobe Tegretted that the 
President did not have the case fully investigated, so as to enable 
you to give me definite instructions; or if no other evidence than 
what was given could be had, then he was the best able and the 
most proper functionary to decide upon the confticting evidence. 
I am at all times willing to assume the necessary and proper re- 
sponsibility where there is no higher authority who may re- 
nounce my acts; but in this case I have acted with great reluc- 
tance, the more so, because I know. not what may be the opin- 
ions and policy ofany future administration in this case. 

Tn relation to the “ Eliza Russell” there was less difficulty in 
making an answer to Lord Palmerston’s enquiries. It does seem 
tọ me that Congress might satisfy the claimant in that case, by 
giving the President power to draw from the Treasury such a 
sum of money as he might agree to pay to Captain Russell, pro- 
vided it does not exceed a certain amount. ‘The President will 
see the necessity of having this case provided for at the earliest 
possible period., E 

I have the honor to remain, &c. 


J, PINCKNEY HENDERSOX. 
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Extract of letter from J.-P. Henderson ta Secretary of State. 
Paris, October 28th, 1838. 

Drar S1r,—By the time this reaches Texas, I presume Gen. 
Lamar will be installed, and there will be a new Secretary of 
State, therefore, I must call his attention to my several despatches 
from London and one from this city, upon the subject of the 
claims he will-see the British Government have made against 
Texas from the alleged capture of property of her subjects. And 
should the late Government of Texas have failed to give me 
such information and instructions as appears to be necessary in 
the case, to enable me to answer to those claims, I hope the 
present Secretary of State will not delay that very important mat- 
ter. Ican of course know nothing of those claims without being 
informed by the Government of Texas. 'The British Govern- 
ment have certainly made out such a claim as renders it neces- 
sary for Texas to enquire into the whole evidence upon which 
the condemnation of the goods was founded, and the whole claim 
rests, that they may instruct me what to say, whether I deny the 
whole, admit the whole, or a part, and if any, how much? You 
will see that the first despatches to me on this subject are indcfi- 
mte and unsatisfactory, such as I could not act upon. The Go- 
vernment of Texas has agreed to compensate the owners of the 
“« Eliza Russell ” for her capture’ and detention, and I hope Con- 
gress will pass such a law this winter as will enable the Presi- 

ent to comply with that promise without further delay. 
Your obedient servant, ae 
J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 
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Extract of letter from ‘J. P. Henderson to Secretary of State. 


Paris, March 10th, 1839. 

I hope soon to be able in pursuance of your instructions to as- 
sure the British Government that full satisfaction has been 
awarded by Texas to the owners of the “Eliza Russell,” and 
also to answer their demands for the other alleged capture of 
British goods, &c., as they will soon expect to have the matter 
satisfactorily settled. : 

Your obedient servant, 
J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 
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Eriract of letter from J. P. Henderson to Secretary of State, 
dated January 26th, 1839. i 
And allow me again to cail your attention particularly to the 
claims of British citizens against Texas for goods captured at 
sea, and again recommend their adjustment in the manner here- 
tofore named, in one of my formal despatches.. 
i have the honor tobe, &c., 
J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 


eT 


Extract of a letter from G. S. McIntosh, Chargé d Affaires, 
near the Government of France, dated 
Paris, November 12th, 1839. 
To rue Hon. THE SECRETARY or STATE: 
Srr-——By reference to General Henderson’s last despatch from 
this place, (Despatch No. 9. and dated 25th October) you wilt 
perceive that he left this city on that day for London, having 
previously left the business of this legation in my. hands, and in- 
troduced me to the Marshal Duke of Dalmatia, as Chargé d'Af- 
faires, until another minister shall have been appointed by our. 
Government. a: l 
Before Gen. Henderson sailed from England, he received the 
two following letters from Lord Palmerston, which he sent to me, 
together with his answer to the same, with a request that 1 would 
trausmit a copy of them to our Government. 
MoS Forsicn Orrice, October 23d, 1839 
Srr,—lI beg leave to remind you of the correspondence which 
T had the honor to hold with you in the year 1837, on the subject 
ot the outrages which had been committed upon the two British 
vessels, the “Eliza Russell,” and the “Little Penn,” by vessels in 
the service ofthe 'Texian authorities. The demands which her 
Majesty’s Government have upon the Texian authorities, arising 
out of these transactions are—Ist. a demand of £866 4s. Od. for 
Mr, Joseph Russell, on account of lesses sustained by him in 
consequence of the seizure and detention of the vessel “Eliza 
Russell,” and 2dly. a demand of £2636 14s 3d. for Messrs, 
Lizardi, & Co. on account of losses sustained by them, by the 
seizure of part of the cargo of the “ Little Penn.” These sums 
are the amount which, in-each of these two cases, her Majesty’s 
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Government, after a very careful examination, consider it their 
duty to demand from the Texian authorities, on behalf of the 
respective claimants. With respect to the first. mentioned claim, 
I beg leave to refer you to a letter which I had the honor to re- 
ceive from you thereupon, dated the 26th October, 1837, in 
which you stated by direction of the Texian authorities, that 
Capt. Thompson, commanding the Texian schooner “ Invinci- 
ble,” had violated the instructions of his Government: by cap- 
turing the “Eliza Russell,” and that when the Texian authpri- 
ties learned that the “Eliza Russell” had been wrongfully cap- 
tured, she was immediately set at liberty, and that orders were 
given that the most speedy and ample satisfaction should be 
made to Capt. Russell for the unlawful capture and detention 
of his vessel; but notwithstanding these assurances on your 
part, the claim of Mr. Russell remains still unsettled. 

Under these circumstances, her Majesty’s Government would 
be justifiable in sending out a ship of war to Texas, and in 


instructing the commander thereof to make a direct demand 


upen the Texian authorities for the immediate settlement of 
these claims, and to take all necessary measures for enforcing 
the payment of the same. But her Majesty’s Government be- 
ing at all times anxious to avoid the employment of compul- 
sory measures, while a hope remains that the satisfaction of 
just demands may be obtained by amicable means, have deter- 
mined to take advantage of your presence in Europe, in order 
to. make one more application on these matters, through you 
to the Texian authorities. I have accordingly to request that 
you will call the most serious attention of the Texian authori- 
ties to the claims in question, and that .you will éxpress the 
earnest hope of her Majesty’s Government, that an immediate 
adjustment of these claims may render unnecessary any other ° 
appeal on the part of Great Britain. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 

; Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) .~ PALMERSTON, 
Gen. HENDERSON, &c. &e. 


The other letter of same date was as follows. 
Foreign Orrice, Oct. 23d, 1829. 
Sin-—With reference to my other letter of this day’s date, re- 
specting the claims of Mr. Joseph Russell and Messrs. Lizardi, 
& Co. upon the authorities of Texas, 1 beg leave to call your at- 
tention to two other matters, upon which I have not before had 
the honor to address.you. À 
The first relates to the distressing case of certain British sub- 
jects, formerly settled in the State of Texas, who, in consequence 
of the insurrection of that part of the Mexican Republic, were 
obliged to abandon their lands and properties, and to tak@refuge, 
some in Matamoras, and others in New Orleans, but all, as her 
Majesty’s Government are informed, in a state of the greatest des- 
titution. My object in bringing the case of these individuals 
under your notice is to request your interposition with the Texi- 
an authoritiés, in order that these poor people may have- their 
lands restored tothem. The second case to whigh I beg to call 
your attention is that of certain other British suBjects, who are 
interested in some grants of land in Texas, which were conceded . 
to them by the Mexican Republic. It has been represented to 
her Majesty’s Government, that these persons have been prevent- 
ed, by the disturbed state of affairs in ‘Texas, from fulfilling the 
conditions attached to the grants in question, and that their lands 
have, upon this pretence, been confiscated by the present authori- - 
ties in that State. But itappears that if these British subjects have 
failed to fulfil these conditions, it has-been solely in consequence 
of the disturbed state of affairs in Texas, and not through any 
default of their own, that they have done so; and under these 
circumstances, her Majesty’s Government consider that the par- 
ties are entitled to their favorable interposition with the Texian 
authorities; and her Majesty’s Government hopes that the Texian 
authorities may be induced to restore to those British subjects, 
without delay, their rights in lands lawfully acquired ‘by them 
during the time that the State of Texas formed a part of the gen- 
eral Mexican confederation. I have to request that you will 
bring this matter under the notice of the Texian Government. 
I have the. honor to be, Sir, 
' Your most ob't. humble servant. 
(Signed) iso} PALMERSTON. 
Gen. HENDERSON, &e. &e. Ke. 
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The reply of Gen. Henderson to these two letters was as fol- 
i lows. 
Lonpon, Brunswick Hotel, Oct. 30th, 1839. 

The undersigned, agent of the Republic of Texas, has the 
honor to acknowledge the receipt of the two separate communi- 
ations of the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Palmerston, her 
Majesty’s principal Secretary of State. for foreign affairs, of the 
23d inst, which only came to hand on yesterday, upon his re- 
turn from Paris. : In relation to the first of those communications, 
the undersigned has the honor to inform Lord Palmerston that 
he received from his Government,a few days before he left 
Paris, instructions to assure her Majesty’s.Goyernment, that the 
President had, determined that the whole amount claimed by 
-Captain Russell for the detention of his vessel (as set.forth in 
Lord Palmerston’s communication on that subject to the under- 
signed, in the year 1838) shall be paid to him by the Texian 
Government, notwithstanding they have always, and still consid- 
er the claim as exorbitant; and with that view, the President 
will cause the attention of Congress to be called to. the subject, 
upon its meeting in November next, when, he doubts not, they 
will make an apptopriation for the payment thereof. The wn- 
dersigned can assure Lord Palmerston, that the only reason why 
that claim of Captain Russell has not been paid, is, that the 
President has always regarded it asioo large. Lord Palmerston 
will also recollect that the undersigned has, more than once, 
heretofore informed him, that in order to settle upon the amount . 
justly due in that case, it would be necessary for Captain Rus- 
sell to empower some person in ‘Texas, or to proceed thither, (in 
the absence of any acknewledged authority of Texasin London, 
to treat with her Majesty’s Government) to settle with such a 
person or persons as might be named by the Government of 
Texas, that Congress might be able to appropriate a specific sum 
for the payment of Captain Russell. Under these circumstan- 
ces, Lord Palmerston cannot be surprised thai the promised sat- 
isfaction-has not been made in this case. 

The undersigned cannot, however, pass over the expression 
contained in Lord Palmerston’s last communication to him on 
this subject, (after stating his case), that_ “under these circum- 
stances her Majesty’s Government would be justified in sending 
out a ship of war to Texas, and in instructing the commander 
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ahareof to make a direct dempand, upon the Texian authorities for 
the immediatesettlemeantof those claims,and to take the 
measures for enforcing the same,” without expressing his sur- 
prise and regret that her Majesty’s Government should entertain 
such ill feelings towards Texas, the more especially when he re- 
-collects the cause of these hostile feelings. He must, algo, take 
this occasion to assure Lord Palmerston, that such threats, if the 
yndersigned is to consider the language used in Lord Palmer- 
ston’s- communication as referred -to-above, will not have the 
most remote effect to intimidate Texas to pay any claim, the just- 
ness of which she cannot: perceive, nor will they induce her to - 
bandon that frank and just course which has-always heretofore 
characterized her intercourse with foréign nations. —_- 

With regard to the claims of Messrs. Lizardi & Co., the un- 
dersigned has the honor to'refer Lord Palmerston to his commu- 
nications to him on that subject heretofore, and to repeat to Lord 
Palmerston, that the Government is at all times réady to investi- 
gate that claim, and will not hesitate in the event of its proving 
‘well founded, to make full compensation to the claimants, He 
must at the same time remind Lord Palmerston, that Messrs. Li- 
zardi & Co. have not produced such proof as satisfies the Go- 
yernment of 'T’exas that their claim is just. The Government 
of Texas can never consent to pay such demands thus unsus- 
tained by proof of theirlegality. Power may enable Great Bri- 
tain in this case to enforce these glaims in the manner Lord Pal- 
merston intimates, but it never can justify her in such an oppres- 
sive and unjust course. The undersigned will again assure Lord 
Palmerston that should Messrs. Lizardi & Co. at any time-pro- 
duce the evidence’ usual in such cases, to support their claim; 
the Government of Texas will not hesitate a moment to pay them 
the amount they are entitled to.. 

Upon the subject of Lord Palmerston’s other communication 
of the same date, on the subject of the claims of British subjects 
to land in Texas, which they have been compelled # abandon du- 
ring the war; the undersigned has to reply, that he is not aware 
that such is the case. But should it prové true upon investigation, 
he will in that, as in all cases of misfortune, use his influence to 
cause their property to be restored them. ¥ The undersigned can 
only suppose that the persons alluded to are of that ‘class who 
abandoned their country when it was invaded by the Mexican 
authorities, by which they in common: with all others who did 
the same, forfeited their claims under the decree of the Conyen- 
tion which declared the independence of Texas. By the laws 
of Mexico previous to the Texian revolution, no foreigner could 

D 


38 


hold Jand-in Texas, ot any other of the Mexican’ States, so tha 
“Lord Palmerston will see that those persons he alludes to in th 
first part of his communication, are really no longer British sub) 
jects, or never could have had a legal claim in Texas. - As re. 
gards the other class mentioned, the undersigned has the hong 
‘to assüre Lord Palmerston that all claims made to individual set. 
tlers by the Government of Mexico in Texas previous to the re 
volution, are held good by the Government of Texas. The un 
dersigned presumes that Lord Palmerston alludes in the seconi 
part of his last letter to such British subjects as obtained grant 
from the Government of Mexico to settle colonies in Texas.— 
These grants the undersigned understands were conditional, and 
the Government of Mexico reserved the right to arrest at any 
time the settlement of the same, by compensating the grantee for 
the part he should have settled. That compensation Texa 
either has given, or will give to all those who were preven 
- from settling by reason of the breaking out of the revolution, 
the undersigned can assure Lord Palmerston that the same jus 
tice shall be rendered to natives of Great Britain that is ‘award 
to the natives of any other nation. 

-THe undersigned is much pressed for time, being compelled to 
sail by the British Queen for America on the ist of November 
. and, therefore, he hopes that Lord Palmerston’ will excuse th 
hasty manner in which he has written this communication. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew 
Lord Palmerston the assurance of his most distinguished con 
sideration. 
[Signed] J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 
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From the tone and tenor of Lord Palmerston’s letters you will 
at once perceive that but.littie is to be expected from the Govern 
ment of Great Britain at present. Infact, I think it has long 
been evident that as long as the present administration continu 
in power, we cannot expect recognition from that Government 
The balance of power there is at this time entirely in the hands 
of Mr. O’Connell, and his party of fanatical abolitionists, and the 

resent ministry are too weak as well as too timid to offend them 

Ere this reaches you, however, General Henderson will probably 

be in Texas, and dny comments of mine would be, therefore, 
‘superfluous. p ; 
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Mr. Saligny writes me to-day that he gees on the 16th instant 
(by the Liverpool steamer for N. York) directly to Texas, where 
he has been appointed Chargé d’ Affaires. : 

Nothing of importance to our country has-taken place here 
since the departure of Gen. Henderson. Should any thing of 
interest occur, I shall lose no time in communicating it to you. 

~ have the honor to be, sir, 
Your most ob’t humble serv't, 
GEO. 5. McIN'TOSH. 
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` DOCUMENT C, 
Letter from John Crawford ta James Webb, &e. 


BRITISH CONSULATE—NEW ORLEANS, 

: April 17th, 1839. 
Sin,—Messrs. G. Voglegraug & Co. of this place having sub. 
mitted to me several extracts af correspondence with the British 
admiralty and Foreign office, respecting the case of the British 
schooner Eliza Russell, illegally captured by a T'exian armed 
vessel in 1837, and having also received a letter from her Majes- 
ty’s consul at Havana, requesting my assistance in forwarding 
the views of Messrs. G. Voglegraug, & Co. agent for the owners 
in this case, I have to request that you will give to this claim 
every attention which the nature of the affair may require, and I 
shall have great pleasure in learning of its speedy adjustment. 
The correctness of the claim I believe has already been admitted 
by the Government of Texas, and I would venture to express a 
hope that no unnecessary delay may be allowed, which must be 

attended with serious loss to the parties interested. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, Sir, 
Your most ob’t. humble serv’t. 
JOHN CRAW FORD, 

i Consul. 
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New Orveans, 16th April, 1839. 
To THE HONORABLE JAMES WEBB, 
` Secretary of State, Houston, Teras: 

Sır, —In December 1837, we laid before Mr. Townsend, then 
Consul of Texas in this city, a set of documents referring to a 
certain claim which the British Schooner, Eliza Russell, Capt. 
Joseph Russell, has against your Government. Mr. Townsend 
found them all correct, and he as well as Mr. Thomas Toby, af- 
ter him, and lastly Mr. Wm. Bryant, have written a number of 
times to your department, by our request as agents of Capt. Rus- 
sell, urging the settlement of said claim; but as every one of them 
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replied to our frequent enquiries, have never received any an- 
swer respecting the claim in question. _ , 

We are authorised by Capt. Russell to receive the amount of 
the claim, or any part thereof, for his account, and now take the 
liberty to lay before you an extract of Messrs Swain, Stevens, 
& Co's’. letter, dated London, 12th December. last, addressed to 
Messrs. Arranquiz, Drooster, & Co. at Havana, copies of the 
specification of the amounts which Capt, Russell claims, and of 
sundry official communications from the British admiralty and 
foreign office, referring to said affair, hoping that, after perusal of 
these documents we shall be favored with anearly answer from 
your department, respecting the settlement of the claim in ques- 
tion. 

Very respectfully, Sir, 
Your most ob’t. servant, 
G. VOGLEGRAUG & Co. 
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` Extract of a letter from Messrs. Swain, Stevens §& Co. dated 
; Lonpon, Dec. 12, 1838. 

Messrs. Arraneauiz, Drooster, & Co: 
GrenTLEMEN,—You, having hitherto devoted attention to the 
claims of Capt. Russell on the Texian Government for compen- 
sation for his claims on them, and which they have admitted, but 
allege as a reason for non-payment thereof, the want of funds, 
we beg to hand you, for your information and guidance, the an- 
nexed copies of letters and papers relating thereto. You will see 
by them the increased amount of the claim, and that the affair is 
at last taken up by the Government here. ‘There is much rea- 
son to believe thatthe Government will be advised to demand 
immediate satisfaction and reparation from the Government of 
Texas. You will be pleased to make this communication known 
to the agents at New Orleans, on your first opportunity, and they 
will kindly contrive to take such steps there as they may deem 
advisable, and you will also direct them to urge the settlement of . 

this claim with Texas. A 
. < Your obedient servants, ` 
[Signed,] SWAIN, STEVENS; & Co. 
: a Per. Cua’s. NASH, - 

6 Frederick's place, -gre 


Forrren Orrice, Nov. 1, 1838. - 
GENTLEMEN,— With reference to your letters of the 5th and 
16th ult. and to Mr. Stangway’s answer thereto, relative to the 
seizure of the English vessel, Eliza Russell, by a vessel under the 
Texian Flag. - I am directed by Viscount Palmerston to acquaint 
- you that his Lordship has received a letter from General’ Pinck- 
ney Henderson, an agent from Texas, now in London, stating 
that General Henderson had been informed by advices from 'Tex- 
as, dated the 28d August last, that a few days before that date, 
an English vessel called the Eliza Russell, commanded by Joseph 
Russell, bound to Sisal in Mexico, had been captured and sent 
into the port of Galveston, by the Invincible Texian vessel, un- 
der the command of Capt. Thompson; and that upon examina- 
tion, it was discovered that the English vessel had been wrong- 
fully detained and captured—that General Henderson had the e- 
upon been directed to answer Her Majesty’s Government tliat 
the commander of the Texian vessel had violated his instracti/ rs 
by capturing the Eliza Rassell—that upon the fact of the tap- 
ture being known, the Eliza Russell was immediately set at };ber- 
ty, and that orders had been given by the Texian authoriti ss for 
making the most speedy and ample satisfaction to Capt. Russell 
for the unlawful detention and capture of his vessel. 
i T am, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient, 
Humble servant,» - 


J. BACKHOUSE. 
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of the Admiralty, London. 
ApmiraLry, Nov. 20, 1838. 


I haye just received your letter of yesterday upon the subject 
of Mr. Russell’s claim on the Texian Government, on account 
of the detention of his brig, the Eliza Russell. I am not in com- 
munication with General Henderson, the Texian agent here, but 
I have seen Mr. Backhouse on the subject within these three 
days, and put into his hands some letters which I received from 
Scotland. He promised to enquire into the whole matter, and 
let me hear from him. I have new sent him your letters and 


Copy of letters sive Admiral Sir C. Adam, one of the Lords 


urged the necessity of a speedy arrangement being come to, and 
1 have particularly noticed the necessity of giving instructions to 
the consul at Laguna, to attend to the examination of witnesses 
on Gapt. Russell’s behalf, if the commission should be sent out. 
ie soon as I hear any thing from Mr, Backhouse, I will let you 
now. 
Tam yours, faithfully, 
1 CHARLES ADAM. - 


ADMIRALTY, Nov. 21, 1838. 
I received a note trom Mr. Backhouse last night, in which he . 
tells me that the case of the Eliza Russell is still before the Queen’s 
advocate, who has been called upon for an immediate .report.— 
Mr. Backhouse goes on to say that 1 shall receive the earliest 
notice of his answer, and of the answer which may be adopted 
upon it. He further adds, that the representation I had just sent 
(as to the Texian agent interfering with Messrs. Willis) will be 
considered in eonjunction with the law officer's report. 

I remain yours very faithfully, 

m CHARLES ADAM. 


ADMIRALTY, Nov. &5, 1838. . 
I communicated the letter I received yesterday (as to the action 
by Mr. Willis) to Mr, Backhouse, who replied that he hopes very 
soon to have it in his power to give me some information with 
respect to the Eliza Russell, and he fears that nothing can be done 
with General Henderson, as the last time he heard of him he was 
in Paris. 
Sir, very truly 

' “CHARLES ADAM. 
To Caarues Nasu, Esq. 


Of Swain, Stephens & Co, Frederick's place, Se. 


Mr. Backhouse presents his compliments to Messrs. Swain, 
Stevens & Co., and in reply to their letter of the 28th ult., Mr. 
Backhouse sends Messrs, Swain, Stevens & Co. a letter which 
Lord Palmerston has caused to be addressed to the British Vice- 
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Consul at Laguna, directing Mr, Shields to afford all the assist- 
ance in his power, on Capt. Russell’s behalf, owing to the exami- 
nation-of the witnesses by the commission which is about to be 
sent to Laguna, to collect evidence to be used in the action which. 
has been brought against Capt. Russell. 
Foreign Orrice, Dec., 1838, 


oe 
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Copy of claim put into Government, No. 9. 


Claim by Capt. Russell on the Texas Government, and all 
whom it may concern, for damages, &c., sustained by reason and 
in consequence of the illegal capture and detention of the British 
vessel Eliza Russell, in the Gulf of Mexico, in the latter part of 
the year 1837, up to September, 1838, . - - 

To amount of former claims, No 8. demurrage, re- 

pairs, dc. recognized by the Government of Texas, £866 4s 
Extra insurance on vessel at 6 1-2 96 0 
Freight, é&c. ‘AZ Q 
Expenses, Law, and Agent’s charges at Havana, New i 

Orleans, London and Scotland, Consul’s fees, ard 

disbursements attending the enforcing of theclaim ® 

on the Government, &c., say, 50 0 


Sept. 1838. Present claim, besides Interest, 5 per cent. 
and damages, &c. : £1053 4s 
JOSEPH RUSSELL. 
CONTINGENT. et a ak a 
Amount of damages ard loss claimed by Messrs, 
Willis, against Capt. Russell, under the charter 
which he is disputing, and in which he will have 


to claim indemnity from ‘Texas, ‘450 0 
Estimate of costs therein, in all, say 350 0 


Contingent, _ £800 00 
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DOCUMENT D. . 


Extract from the report of Commander H. L. Thompson of 
the Texas Navy, of a cruize in the Schooner Invincible, in 
_ August, 1837. 

«I from thence proceeded westward (from Sisal) over the 
banks and close along the enemy’s coast, and=from thence to the. 
Isle of Alacranes where we captured the Mexican schr. Abispa, 
having the schooner Telegraph in company, and sent them both 
into Matagorda.” 7 

« August 8th, while lying inthe Alaeranes, at day-light in the 
Morning, saw a suspicious sail standing in for the land, I made. 
signal to the Brutus to get under-weigh and chase. In the after- 
noon the Brutus returned, bringing in the vessel, which proved 
ta be the British schooner liza Russell, from Liverpool, bound 
l to Sisal, and from documents found in possession of the Captain, 
| found that-nearly half her cargo was Mexican property, shipped 
| by a Mexican house in London, atid consigned on account and 
risk of J. G. Gatieres of Yucatan. From the tenor of these do- 
| cuments, I felt it-my duty to order her to Texaë to have this 
| Mexican property condemned.” ' i 


| Extract from the report of Commander J. D. Boylan of the 
| Terás Navy, of a cruize in the Schooner Brutus in Au- 
gust, 1837. l l 

| £ Third of August saw a strange sail to wind-ward, immedi- 
| ately got under-weigh, and stood out in chase. She carried all 
| sail from us. At 10 a. m. I succeeded in getting along-side of 
| her,—found her to be the British schooner Eliza Russell, from 
| Liverpool, bound for Sisal, with a cargo of merchandize, the 
| greater part appertaining to a Mexican merchant in Merida, and 
by a letter directed to him, found it was not insured, but at the 
sole risk of sàid merchant. - I put an officer and crew on board, 
| and took her into Alacrane for the decision of Capt. Thompson, 
| who immediately sent her to Galveston for adjudication.” 
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Extract from the questions propounded to Commander Thomp- 
son on his return fram the cruize in August, 1887, by the 
Secretary of the Navy. 

Question 7th. “By what authority did you capture the English 
schooner Eliza Russell, and what evidence had you that there 
was contraband of war on board of her?” 

‘To which Commander Thompson replied :— 

« My lying in the road-stead of the Isle of Alacranes with the 
Brutus, and two prizes in company, at day-light we discovered a 
sail standing head on towards the rocks, where she would have 
been wrecked in half an hour had not day-light reflected upon 
the breakers, We hoisted the American flag as adecoy, the Eliza 
Russell hauled and shaped her course around the Island, she not 
yet shewing her colors,—suspicious.of her being a Mexican ves- 
sel, I made signal to the Brutus to chase. The Eliza Russell 
then hauled her.wind, and would not heave too, until the Bru- 
tus gave her two guns, at the same time running up the star of 
the west, which was answered by the Eliza Russell with the 
English flag. On boarding her, and examining her papers we 
found positive proof of part of her cargo being the enemy’s pro- 
perty,—seventy odd bales of linens, &c., were acknowl by’ 
thd Captain of the Eliza Russell to be a legal prize to.us, as-they 
were Mexicaneproperty. Under the circumstances, and asa $ 
duty I thought I owed to my country, I sent her in, but at the | 
same time restricted every officer and man to pay due respect to 
the Commander, crew and flag; after- whieh an attempt was. 
made on board the Eliza Russell to re-take her, consequently her 
crew was distributed between the Brutus and Invincible ‘for the 
safety of all concerned.” atin . 
Navy -DEPARTMENT, lg 
` Austin, Jannary 6, 1840. t 

certify that the foregoing extracts are true and corrett copies 
from the records of this Department. 

AUGUSTUS SEEGER, . 

Chief Clerk Navy Department. 


1837, 
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' DOCUMENT E. `` 


Extract of a letter from Gail Borden, Jr. Collector, addressed 
to Hon. Asa Brigham, acting Secretary of the Treasury, 
; i - Port or GaLveston, 15th Sept. 1837. 
“I have paid the Capt. of the Eliza Russell $238 00; and since 
the receipt of yours authorising me to supply the two British 
seamen, with clothes, Ihave paid them the amount of their ac- 
counts. : ` 
To Thomas Cochran, - - - - ~ = $60 60 
“ Robert Odie, - =- - -. = = = 56 25 
«Which E have charged to your department. Ihave also 
agreed to pay the pilot fees for schooner Eliza Russell. _ She:still 
remains in port, but will sail the first fair wind. Iam gratified 
that I was authorised to settle with the two.seamen;-indsmuch as 
they, were greatly dissatisfied, and said they should complain to 
their Government, for being forced-off their own vessel, and put 
on a man-of-war, but they appeared better satisfied when they 
received the amount of their aceounts of articles lost; they 
would have preferred the clothing, which could not be procured ` 
at this place at any price.” 
A true ¢opy from the original on file in this department. 
ye HENRY J. JEWETT, 
Chief Clerk Treas’y. Dep't. 


Disbursements of Schooner Eliza Russell. 


Sept. 4.—To cash paid Joseph Russell, - - - $238 00 
“« 12-—-« « paid two seamen of do. - - 116 25 


« 14.— « « pilotage of said. schooner, - - 47 50 


y 


$401 75 
s TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, January 6th, 1839. 
I certify the foregoing statement to be a correct transcript from 
the original account of Gail Borden, Jr., Collector of Galveston, 


on file in this department. i 
HENRY J. JEWETT, 
Chief Crk. T. D, 
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: Port oF GALVESTON, Sept. 8th, 1837. 
Hon. Asa Bricuan, Secretary of Treasury. 
S1r—Enclosed is Capt. Russell’s receipt for sundry papers 
relating to the British schooner Eliza Russell. 1 intended to 
have sent it in my last‘communication. You will also find en- 
. closed Rob’t. Odie’s and Tho’s. Cochran’s accounts for articles 
Jost on the Invincible, and which was attested by Com. Thomp- 
son’s certificate -herewith accompanying. These men being des- 
titute af clothing, I thought they should be supplied, either with 
‘money or clothes, but having no authority except by construc- 
‘tion, im the order to pay the Captain for provisions used, I 
-to pay twenty-five dollars on..each account; but Mr. Odie refus- 
ed to accept of any payment on the account, because of -the low 
‘value placed upon several-of the articles, to which he only swears 
to the quantity and quelity.- I have been greatly perplexed and 
put to much trouble in settling the business of the vessel, and I 
fear.we shall have more, inasmuch as there is a notice to the 
prize age that the officers of the Navy will hold him responsi- 
ble if he lets her sail, and most of the officers here have signed 
this notice: I know of no exceptions save Capt. Wright, who 
goes up to Houston; to whom, with brother Thomas, I refersyou 
for verbal information. i 
'G. BORDEN, Jr. 


(Signed) ee 

'" Treasury Department, Jan. 7th, 1840. 
A true copy from the original on file in this department. 

HENRY J. JEWETT, 


Chief Clk. T. D. 
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l Hovsron, 3th Sept, 1837. 
Gait Bornen, Jr., Collector, Galveston : F ` 
Sırn—Yours of the 31st ult. enclosing copy of letter.to Capt. 
Russell and his account against the Government-for stores, camie 
to hand in due course. ‘Your action in this matter, both as- re- 
gards the payment of the account and the release of the vessel, 
has met my entire approbation. You will also supply the two_ 
seamen attached to the Eliza Russell with the necessary clothing, 
and charge the same accordingly. 
Yours, &e. ` 
(Signed) _ a A. BRIGHAM. 
` A true copy from the original in this department. 
HENRY J. JEWETT. 
Chief Cik, T. D. , 


\ 


Diarricr De Port quae ert 
a . August et. 
Hoey BAe ee i i fT aro 

oe ah cting Secretary of Tr : 

Sia-—Your official of the 23d inst., ordering the release of the 
British Schooner Eliza Russell, and also yours of the 24th rala- 
tiye to recéiving fanda and the contracts to. build the Custom 
House, was received on. the 28th. o 

pora foe the extraordinary invasion of this port on the 27th, 
and the Naval conflict on; the seme'day, 4s well as the excitement 
and feelings produced from both, Edid not till the 29th enter up- 
on the discharge of my duty iti eonformity with thé order reeeiv- 
ed; but, inasmuch as Captain Russell was under the necessity of 
sendiag np the bay for water, the delay of one day was of ne 
inconvenience to him, as he has not yet reeeived the water. 
Baolosed is a copy of my letter to him, and the account which 
he has rendered against the Government for stores furnished the 
prize crew;-—those who have éxamipedthe account say that itis 
not an unreasonable one. Capt. Russell declines leaving an ac- 
count of the detention of his vess¢l,—says, if he arrives at his port 
of destination, he will there enter his protest, and the business 
transferred to the Const], who will better understand what course 
to pursue, and who cen. also transmit the matter to this Govern- 
ment through New Orleans. ‘Fhe Captain of- the vessel wish- 
ing to.sail.so- soon as he received his-water and men, which he 
excacts to day, I have; in conformity with your instructions, paid 
him the amount of his account, as; he would not be willing to 
is till the account could have been seut to Houston to be-an. 

ited. 
Signed) * 7 G. BORDEN, 
EPRS Collector. 


~ 
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Hovsron, 23d August, 1897, 
Gait Bornen, Jr, Esq..—Collector, Galveston. E 
S1r,—In conformity with instructions from his Excellency, $ 
the President, you are ordered immediately to release the British 
schooner Eliza Russell, Russell, master, now detained at your Bf 

port as a prize to our national vessels, and to furnish the Captain 

with a proper clearance, free of any changes 
Should Capt. R. be determined upon leaving immediately at 
ter his release, you are authorised to pay him the amount he fj 
claims for stores ‘furnished our navy, out of any funds in your § 
ion, taking his affidavit for the correctness of the | 
ou will inform him at the same time that the President evinced § 
not the slightest hesitation to releasé his vessel after the case had 
been submitted to him, as tha capture was made contrary to the 
instructions from the Navy department to the commanding offi- 
cer of the fleet. It isto bo regrotted thatthe Executive has not 
the power to authorise payment of any claims that may be miade 
for detention of the said vessel, but you may assure the Captain E 
that the subject shall be submitted to Congress early at their next $ 
meeting in order that the necessary appropriation may be made. § 
I would therefore advise Captain Russell to make out his elain§ 
for demurrage, and leave it with some individual to be attended E 
to. Herewith you will'receive the documents relating to thef 
Etiza Russell, which you will deliver to the Captain and take his 
receipt for the same, transmitting it immediately to this depart § 
ment. In the event that the vesselis unable to proceed on her 
voyage previous to the arrival of the Invincible (on board which 
vossel a part ofthe crew is detained) the account for stores sup- $ 
‘plied, authenticated as before mentioned, must be passed upong 
y the second Auditor before payment is made, as the law ref 
quires that all claims of a similar nature shall be adjusted byg 
‘him. The promptness with which our Executive has acted in 
this case must serve to convince the world at large that the Go.§ 
vernment is determined to pursue a course ofequityand justice, $ 
. Yours, œe. ` 
A. BRIGHAM, | 
Acting Secretary of Treasury. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, i 

a , . Hovstron 13th Jone, 1839.5 $ 

I do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy from theg 
‘records of this Departinent, of a letter addressed to G. Borden, Jr, 
Collector at Galveston, on the 23d Ang. 1837. °°. 
Hoe By JOS. GC. ELDREDGE, Chief Clerk§ 
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DOCUMENT F, 


DEPARTMENT OF Stare, 
: City of Houston, April 26, 1838. 
Sin,—I herewith transmit to you copies of certain documents 
which were received at this Department a few days since from. 
the diplomatic agent of this Government, near that of Groat- 
Britain, alleging that the Invincible and Brutus during the cruize 
ef last summer in the Gulf of Mexico, committed -unjustifiable 
acts on the commerce of England, and requests that you will fur- 
nish me with any information relating thereto, which may be 
found in the archives of the Navy Department, in order that a 
proper representation of the the facts may be made to the British 
Government. T 
L have the honor to be, sir, 
With great respect, 
Your ob't servant, 
`R. A. IRION, 

-Hon. Wm. M. SHEPHERD, j 

Secretary of the Navy. 
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REPLY. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 
aa City of Houston, May 1, 1838. 
To tre Hon. R. A. Inston, 

Secretary of State :-— 

Sir,—l-have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 26th of April, requesting information relative to the 
capture of certain Mexican vessels, containing English goods, 
and captured by the Texian men-of-war, Invincible and Brutus ; 
in reply to which, I beg leave to refer you to the accompanying , 
reports of the officers commanding said vessels, as the only sure 
means of obtaining such information as you desire. I would 
remark, however, that the * Abispa,” immediately after her cap- 
ture, was ordered to the port of Matagorda, where she was regu- 
ly condemned and sold as a legal prize from the Government . 
of Mexico, 


> 


se 

The Department is in possession of ho evidence relative to the 
u Little Penn,” alluded to in the letter of Lord Palmerston to 
_ our agent in England, Gen, J. P. Henderson. 

In the investigation of certain charges preferred against one 
of our naval officers, it appears that some articles of merchandize 
were taken from an abandoned wreck, supposed to be the pro- 
perty of English subjects, for which said officer was near being 
court-martialed and received a reprimand from the Department, 
although conciusively shown from the testimony produced, that 
the vessel was entirely adandoned, and'teft to the mercy of the 
waves, The “ Abispa” was a Mexican vessel, beyond all doubt, 

«but it is entirely impossible for the Department by any process 
of investigation, whatever, to ascertain whether or not the goods | 
onboard were English, as no papers to that effect haye ever 
‘been produced, l 

In conclusion, I must repeat that thè Department is in pos- 
session of no information relative to the commission of any un- 
justifiable acts upon the commerce of England with one excep- 
tion, that of the schooner Eliza Russell, for which we may (as 
yet) not have made indemnification, but it is to the head of this 
Department and should be to every citizen of Texas, a source of § 
much pride and exultation, tuat the Executive in his usual Ẹ 
prompt and decisive manner removed dishonorably from service 

oth the officers concerned in her capture, and which it is confi- 
dently hoped will be received as some little assurance of an ami- 

cable disposition towards that Government. i 

The affidavit of Mauro M, Carpiso, in which he states that 
an English vessel, supposed to be the Eliza Russell, was taken 
under a Mexican flag, can be disproved if necessary. ‘ 

suas honor 4 o 
ery respectfully, 
Y Your ob't servant, > 
WM. M. SHEPARD. 
Secretary of the Navy. 


REPORT, &e. 


Mr. Sreaxer:— i ` ; 

The Committee on. Foreign Relations, to whom was re- 
ferred the Message of his Excellency, the President, and the ac. 
companying documents, relative to certain claims made upon 
this Government by the Government of Great Britain, having 
had the same under consideration, beg leave to report :— 

‘he first elam is for the capture of the British schooner “ Eli- 
za Russe,” by the Texian armed schooner Invincible in 1837 ; 
and though the Committee are not disposed ta admit, under the 
cireumsfances. attending the. capture and detention, that it was 
clearly illegal, or that there is any strong equity in the claim of 
indebtedness advanced by the British Government, yet as the for- 
mer Executive directed the release of the vessel; and formally no- 
tified the agent of Great Britain that the claim for damages to the 
* amount of £865. would be admitted and paid by this Govern- 
ment; they would, therefore, recommend the passage of an act 
placiny the necessary amount of funds at the disposal of the Pre- 
sident, to be paid over by him to any authorized Agent, in satis- 
faction of the claim for damages which hos been made on ac- 
count of the alleged illegal capture. An additional claim for fnr- 
ther damages has boen sudsequently presented, which, however, 
the Committee do not deem deserving the attention of the present 
Congress, as it is unsupported by any proper testimony, but are. 
of opinion that on the production of suitable proof, it might form 
an appropriate subject for future legislation. 

The second claim is for the alleged seizure of goods from an 
English schooner, the “Little Penn,” which was wrecked on 
our coast, but. as the circumstaneés attending her loss as known 
to this Government. are yo entirely different the representa- 
tions contained in the statement of the claim az presented to our 
consideration, the Committee believe that it never should be 
treated with the slightest respect, and ought to be unhesitatingly 


rejected. The claim for British property said to have been on | 


board of the Abispa, is entirely unsupported by proof, and the 
„Committee do not consider it entitled to serious attention. The 
` Abispa was an enemy's schooner, captured at sea by one of our. 
vessels, and was duly condemned as lawful prize in a Court of 
Admirality. In condemning by due course of law in her own 
Courts, vessels captured at sea, Texas acts in pursuance of & 
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right too well settled by the laws of nations, to be questioned by 
any power, and on this point her prerogative should be maintain- 
ed without the slightest infringement. 

The second class of claims advanced by the British Govern- 
ment is so totally destitute of testimony to support them, that 
your Committee only view their presentation with feelings of sur- 
prise. And even if the facts on which the claims purport to be 
based were true, the claimants can have no foundation for their 
pretensions in justice, equity or law. - It is ge dee that certain 
subjects of Great Britain haye been deprived of their lands by 
laws enacted by the Texian authorities, and Lord Palmerston re- 
quests, to use his own language, that “these poor people may 
have their lands restored to them.” It is not specified who the 
particular individuals are, nor in what portion of the Republic 
their lands may have been situated. It is, therefore, impossible 
for the Committee to understand with any certainty the- precise 
natuye and extent of this claim. They have, therefore, only to 
remark, that if the-lands of any individuals have been forfeited - 
under the Jaws of the Republic, in the enactment of those laws 
Texas.only asserted a prerogative which every independent na- 
tion has the right to exert. On declaring herself in a state of re- 
volution, end dissolving the political tie which bound her to Mex» 
ico, Texas acquired the right of making such laws as were con- 
sidered proper for her internal condition. If any individuals re- 
fused to participate in the struggle which, was entered into with 
Mexico, they cannot now come forward and ¢laim any benefits 
resulting from the achievement of our national independence ; 
nor is it becoming a people, whom a successful revolution has 
made ‘‘free, sovereign and independent,” to permit the right of 
making laws to regulate their internal affairs, to be questioned by 
a foreign power. | ; o : $ 

In relation to the individuals said to be subjects of Great Bri- 
tain, who it is alleged have been prevented by the revolution in 
Texas from sp rai the conditions : attached to certain 
“grants” made to them by Mexico; your Committee would re- 
mark, that they presume the individuals having “ Empyresario 
Grants,” are the persons alluded to. Concerning these claims we 
haye only to-state that the Government has provided ample 
means for their complete adjustment. By an ‘act of Congress 
persons holding these grants are empowered to institute snit 
against the Republic for their settlement, and in case of their re- 
covery, the law has provided that the full amount of their judg- 
ments shall be satisfied. - As our Courts have been thrown open 
in this manner, and the administration of justice impartially pro- 
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vided for, individuals having claims of this class can have no 
just cause to compiaim of the Republic, or demand reparation for 
damages unsupported by competent proof. 

It is with feelings of surprise an reget that the committee 
have considered the last letter of Lord Palmerston, in which he 
intimates: that his Government would be justified in sending a 
man-of-war on our coast to demand satisfaction for these claims. 

hey can consider this in no other light than as a menace deaign- 
ed to intimidate this Government, with the hope of extorting an 
unfair advantage. ‘The intimation that such a course might be 
justifiable will appear more extraordinary when it is recollected. 
| that although the United States of the North, and France have 
recognised our independence, and entered-into treaties with our 
E Government, Great Britain still declines the, formalities of re- 
| cognition. If, therefore, she considers Mexico as having the only 
| legal existence as a nation, the application for redress of the al- 

leged grievances ought to be made to the supreme authorities 
of that Government, rather than to our own. But your commit- 
tee trust that the threat of Lord Palmerston will have no influ- 
ence on the legislation of Congress, to induce a mere favorable 
sentiment towards the pretensions of the British Government. 
The people of Texas know their rights, and knowing dare main- 
tain them; though the national career has been short, it has beer 
distinguished for deeds of noble daring and chivalry, and we are 
assured that no action of this Congress will be adopted that would 
tend to dim the bright escutcheon of our nationai honar. i 

In conclusion, the committee have to state that they concur 
generally in the views expressed in the message of his Excellen- 
cy, aud most highly approved the bold and independent tone as- 
sumed by our agent in Europe, Gen. J. P. Henderson, in con- 
ducting the ccrrespondence with Lord Palmerston on the subject - 
of Great Britain’s claims. ‘The able and dignified manner in 
which he has represented our country while abroad, reflects the 
highest credit on himself, and deserves the thanks of the nation. 
W. LAWRENCE, 

Chairman. 
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